
Marine Bicl Lab. 
Woods Hole, Mass. 
July 27, 1996 

Dear Lucar 

I waa very pleased to receive your letter and note on trana- 
duotional linkage which f%llowed us here. Eepecially 60~ bsoauee 
I wae just abcut t sic, I mean today) to etart work cn a very elmilar 
themes and it wculd have been a shame to duplicate the labor. (Did 
you eee my note fn ‘Microbial abnetics Builetin’ on “TrandduoMnn 
hpPinga 9 or had I sent ycu a o@y I thought to add a few more 
more remarke (not as much detail ae ycur analysis) about verioue 
mcdelo cf incorporaticn, so ae to fill out the lrote and then send 
it someplace like the American Naturalist.) 

%fy antraw to your last queotion ie yes, it definitely ehould be 
published, and the Am. Nat. would probably be the moet suitable place 
for it. The orzly queetion I have now i s whether you would conelder 
it advieable to coordinate cur &forte, either ae ocmmon or correlated 
publkoatione; before making any more detailed comment tm the form of 
your note, I would want to know how you feel about thie. 

Z have not felt that preeent experimental data allow a decisicn 
about thou fra~enta, with regard to a> ra13a 4,ee; b) fixed size and 
r&iom termini; o) f%xed size and fixed torD&& nor in any detailed 
way about$ the croeeover mechanieq whether A) random eing:e breaks, 
the cdd-numbere being lethal, or b) semtal fnterchangee of random 
hlgth -- with oome auxiliary distribution of numbere cf eegmente. 
Rowever, we have no hope of mak%ng proper deoiaione without a proper 
deveippment of theoret$cal predictions from snch caee. Qy hope wae 
to explore the major dif’ferential coneequences of each model, rather 
than r&te too datailod an ena#ysis from any one. ?4y cwn predilectiona 
are for fragmente cf more or lees fixed &se; I can’t decide about the 
termini. fn any case, the fragments are probably large o-pared to the 
aros mver lengths j le., the nu[gm number of crogaovere per frpent 
length is not mall. For example5 in Flax* HL -x Flal- Hl almost 
all cf the initial ce3le (directly Isolate&) show effects cf H a, al- 
though only a few of the ultimate segregants are HI_‘. Similariy, w0 
have yet to identify heterogenoteo in which one GaILi io present and 
any other ie deficient. 

ZSnder and I made oome gz%umnatFcal erroro on the fir&, paper which 
3 hope o&n he corrected. “Traneduoo” 3.3 n tranoftivo verb whow’object 
ie the framnt, not the cell. I would say that mutent /direct 
clmes are tmmfrmmd by phage rrhlch trmnduceo A. fagments (iGG@?natee) 
to then. 

-------___-_c 
We have had word of the Oiba &‘f’alr, and are trying to work out 

poaelbilifisa of going, if they will not .X&Z Interfere with the Australl-,, h 
expedltion. If you will be in London, we ~52.1 redouble our efforts. 

By the time you get this, we will probably haw started again 
for horn, and will remsln in &dinoP -t’hero~?tor” p 


